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Trib Tournament 
stalwart says goodbye to 
committee work but not 
the game

By Joe Barkovich

Just call him “Mr. Loyalty”.

With more than 30 years involve-
ment with the Welland Tribune Bas-
ketball Tournament under his belt, 
John Witlib retired from the tourna-
ment committee last fall.

We talked about his service, his com-
mitment, his passion over hot choco-
late at a local Tim’s. 

“I love basketball. I love watching it, 
I love playing it,” he said.

He was invited to “help out” on the All-Star Selection Committee in 1989 by 
chair Jack Randall. He stayed up to and including 2005, the year of the “magi-
cal” 50th anniversary tournament, as Witlib dubbed it.

It didn’t end there.

“When Ab Longo retired as treasurer someone else sort of filled in, then they 
(the committee) asked me to take over,” Witlib recalled. He stayed on as trea-
surer for 18 years before turning over the books in November. 

Add to that a three-year stint as co-chair following the retirement of the late 
Bob Muir.

All told, his involvement with the tournament totalled 34 years.

Witlib, who is soft-spoken and polite by nature, said he stayed on so long 
simply because he relished everything about the experience.

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

    

  
   
   

  
   
   

  
   

   
   

    
   

   
  

   
    
   

   
   

   
   
   
   
   
   

  
   

   
 
 
 

 
 

  
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
   

  







“Attending meetings was fun. Helping at the tournament was fun. There’s a 
mystique about our tournament, it was always so enjoyable for me.”

He praises its role in the community, speaking not only as a long-time commit-
tee member but also a former participant. Back in the mid-1960s, Witlib played 
on three championship teams with the Notre Dame Fighting Irish.

“So I think I can say our tournament brings people together. It fosters commu-
nity spirit and pride. The rivalry between the schools, it showcases it.”

These days, there’s nothing quite like a game, especially a championship game, 
between Centennial and Notre Dame, in Witlib’s opinion. Though retired, he’ll 
be back in the gym, continuing to watch the action.

“You have people from Centennial on one side of the gym, people from ND on 
the other side. It’s emotional, it’s electric, it’s an exciting time for everyone. It 
gets people cheering for their team. What a great night out.”  

Witlib said he stepped down from the committee because it was time to leave.

“I’m getting old,” the 77-year-old said with a smile, “it was time to go. Besides, 
if you stay around too long, you’re not going to get new members and you need 
new blood on committees to keep them going.”

I asked if there are memories he holds dear. The tournament’s 50th anniversary 
in 2005 came to mind instantaneously.

“It was just magical,” Witlib said, “the crowd loved it. Everything about it was 
so good.”

A second memory involved the 1966 tournament championship game. 

Witlib scored a late basket giving Notre Dame a seven-point lead on Eastdale. 
But the Eagles clawed their way back scoring the next six points. The Irish 
ended up winning, 63-62. Witlib’s basket turned out to be the game-winner.
“For me, that’s a very special Tribune Tournament memory.”

He’s optimistic about the tournament’s future.

“As long as kids want to play basketball, there will be a tournament” 
continued on page 10  »

            
    
   
 
    
   
    
   
    
   
    
    
    
   
    
   
    
   
    
   
    
    
    
    
    
   
    
   
     
   
    
   
    
   
    
   
    
   
    
   
   
    

          
    

   
 
    

   
     

    
    

   
    

   
    

   
    

   
    

   
    

    
    

   
    

   
    

    
    

    
    

   
    

   
    

   
    

   
    

   
    

   
    

   

   

 

   

 
  

  
  
  
  
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Trib Tournament stalwart says goodbye to committee work but not the game 
- continued from page 1

 
 

 











MIKE MITRUK BURSARY
Mike Mitruk was a long-time member of the Tribune Boys’ Basketball  
Tournament Committee and a referee in the Niagara District 
Basketball Referees Association. The Boys’ Tournament Committee 
has determined that an award should be created in his memory.

The Mike Mitruk Bursary will be presented annually to a player from 
the tournament, who has played in a minimum of 2 Boys’ Tribune 
Tournaments, who has gone above and beyond their required 40 hours 
of Community Service required for their Ontario Secondary School 
Diploma, is active within their own high school with mentoring and/or 
coaching and is planning to pursue a post-secondary education.

The recipient will receive a cheque from the Committee for $300.00 
during the presentations on the final night of the tournament.

2016 - Tyler Thomson,  AN Myer
2017 - Kyle Cooper,  Notre Dame

2018 - Brandon Graziani, Notre Dame & Connor Jolliffe, Centennial
2019 - Callum Andersen, Governor Simcoe

2020 - Michael Conlon, Denis Morris

  
  

  

  
   

   
   

     
   
   

   
   

  
  

  

  
    

   
  

      
   
   
   

  
 

  
  

  

  
    

   
  

      
   
   
   

  
 











Tribune photographer’s 
tournament coverage 
spanned four decades

By Joe Barkovich

Cec Mitchell, the Tribune photographer 
who covered the inaugural Tribune Tour-
nament in 1955 and then every one after 
until his retirement in 1995, passed away 
May 21, 2023, aged 92.

Mr. Mitchell looked forward to the annual 
tournament and loved shooting action 
shots and feature pictures at the games.

Wayne Redshaw, a former sports editor at the newspaper, has memories of Mr. 
Mitchell leaving the newsroom with more than one camera dangling from his 
neck. Often, Mr. Mitchell’s parting words were: “I’ll be back when I’m back,” 
another Tribune staffer recalled.

“The Tribune Tournament was his baby. It was special for him. He looked for-
ward to covering it every year, especially the final night. Having two or three 
cameras with him was not unusual,” Redshaw recalled. 

“He always went that extra mile and I could always expect a variety of pictures 
to select for publishing. We usually ran a picture page in addition to the regular 
sports pages on the Monday (after the tournament) and Cec usually laid that 
out.

“Cec always offered excellent variety from the players in action on the floor 
to the coaches screaming courtside. And yes, he always provided memorable 
shots of the referees, the cheerleaders and the crowds too.”

In March, 1995, the Welland Sports Promotion Committee recognized Mr. 
Mitchell’s dedication by presenting him a special award for the tournament’s 
40th anniversary.

In 2005, the tournament committee presented Mr. Mitchell with a lifetime pass 
to the tournament, also in recognition of his dedication and service.

Redshaw noted Mr. Mitchell was like “a permanent fixture” at the basketball 
tournament, he enjoyed it so much.

— Joe Barkovich























DENIS MORRIS REDS
Team Colours: Red/White

Player # Position Height Grade
 Benjamin Bartley 15 F 6’1” 12
 Joshua Kaufman 20 F 6’5” 12B
 Nathan Sansaet 0 G 6’0” 12
 Owen Millar 1 G 5’11” 12
 Alex Gonzalez 20 F 6’1” 12B
 Demarco Perry 14 G 5’10” 10
 Cole Kelly 2 G 5’11” 11
 Gabriel Alzate 11 F 6’1” 11
 Sebastian Pena Puentes 21 F 6’2” 11
 Travis Palmer 22 F 6’1” 11
 Sudais Abukar 14 F 6’1” 12
 Adriel Dela Paz 5 G 5’9” 11
 Christian Olateru 24 G 5’11” 11 

Head Coach: Wade Pychel 

  
  

    
            
              
       
      
           
           
        
        
             
            
              
              
           

   
   

EDEN fLYERS
Team Colours:  White/Blue

Player # Position Height Grade
 Kai Schatz 1 F 6’9” 12
 Ty Klassen 4 F 6’2” 12
 Brock Watson 5 F 6’1” 12
 Dylan Durlov 8 G 6’1” 12
 Bennett O’Connor 9 G 6’1” 12
 Chad Thorpe 12 G 6’3” 12
 Carter Thompson 13 G 5’11” 12
 Luke Midgley 14 G 6’1” 12
 Luke Johnson 15 G 6’1” 12
 Dominic Olesin 16 G 5’11” 11
 Josh Sanecki 18 F 6’4” 11
 Brandon Falk 19 F 6’4” 11
 Noah Whyte 21 F 6’2” 11
 Xavier Moccio 24 G 5’9” 12

Head Coach: Jonathon Thorpe
Assistant Coaches: Josh Newcombe, Miranda Ross

  
  

    
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
       
      
      

  



GOVERNOR SIMCOE REDCOATS
Team Colours:  Red/White

Player # Position Height Grade
 Marshall Sumbler 0 G 6’0” 11
 Reid Oates 1 F 6’1” 12
 Anderson Blanchard 3 G 5’10” 12
 MJ Brophy 4 F 6’0” 12
 Emerson Wood 6 G 5’9” 10
 Sutter Pilon 7 G 5’10” 12
 Lochlan Belliveau 8 F 6’2” 12
 Nodin Bock 9 G 5’9” 12
 Ari Steenhuis 10 F 6’3” 12
 Noah Budgell 11 G 6’3” 11
 Noah Mills 12 F 6’2” 11
 Austin Haggarty 13 F 6’1” 11

Head Coach: Shaun Feor
Assistant Coach: John Ingribelli

  
  

    
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      

   
     

E.L. CROSSLEY CYCLONE
Team Colours:  Blue/Gold

Player # Position Height Grade
 Jayden Thompson 7 PG 5’10” 11
 Coleson Birrell 9 SG 5’9” 11
 Matthew Kleinsmith 10 PG 6’0” 12
 Fazal Bhetasi 21 SG/SF 6’0” 11
 Yusuf Kartal 22 SG/SF 5’11” 12
 Ryan Zucco 23 SF/PF 6’2” 11
 Ethan van Niekerk 24 SF/PF 5’11” 12
 Adam Dawson 43 C 6’1” 12
 Luca Burattini 44 PF/C 6’5” 12
 Ethan Krick 50 C 6’2” 12
 Cole Traver 51 C 6’0” 12

Coaches: Ryan Petro, Brian Bleich

   
  

    
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      

   



hOLY CROSS RAIDERS
Team Colours:  Silver/Green

Player # Position Height Grade
 Owen Bradford-Andrew 11 PF 6’2’’ 12
 Nathan Beveridge 13 C 6’3’’ 12
 Owen Corcoran 8 SF 6’1’’ 12
 Terrell Wallace 1 SG 5’11’’ 12
 Matteo D’Aria 5 PG 5’8’’ 11
 Durico Wynter 10 SF 5’11’’ 12
 Joey Young 2 SF 6’0’’ 12
 Hunter Herring-Dent 4 SG 5’10’’ 11
 Daniel Orr 3 PG 5’9’’ 11
 Joseph Martinelli 7 SF 6’0’’ 11
 Ferdinand Reimmer 12 PF 6’1’’ 11
 Raphael Osagie-Bright 15 C 6’0’’ 12

Head Coach: Austin Anderson

   
  

    
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      

  
       

  
   

    
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      

  
     

GREATER fORT ERIE SECONDARY SChOOL
GRYPhONS

Team Colours:  Red/White

Player # Position Height Grade
 Carter Reichel 0 G 5’8” 11
 Jason Currie 3 G 5’8” 12
 Noah Gmoser 5 G 5’10” 12
 Jack Storring 8 G 5’8” 11
 Aiden Storring 10 G 5’8” 11
 Omar Khan 11 F 6’2” 12
 Nate Jones 12 G 5’10” 11
 Xander Boake 13 F 6’0” 12
 Cade Tyrell 14 F 6’2” 11
 Bo Train 15 G 5’8” 12
 Harlend Kelly 20 F 6’0” 11
 Eduardo Macedo 22 F 5’10” 11
 Nick Alix 23 F 6’0” 12
 Korde Hill 24 F 5’10” 11
 Jordan Ologo 24 C 5’10” 11
 Kaiden Hicken 28 C 5’8” 11
 Kingsley Vernon  G 6’0” 12

Head Coach: Dave Adamek







  
   

    
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      

   

NOTRE DAME fIGhTING IRISh
Team Colours: Green/White

Player # Position Height Grade
 Andrew Benko 10 F 6’2” 12
 William Benko 3 G 5’10” 11
 Nicholas Capretta 4 F 6’0” 12
 Michael Ventresca 12 F 6’0” 12
 Trent Groulx 5 G 6’1” 11
 Devon Devost 13 F 6’0” 12
 Kevin Surpris 11 F 5’8” 12
 David Babalola 7 G 5’9” 11
 Benric Lanzar 2 G 5’7” 11
 Tyler Ray 24 C 6’4” 11
 Colten Kizlyk 8 C 6’3” 12
 Donald Muyi-Oke 14 C 6’1” 11
 Wyatt Brown 9 F 5’10” 12

Coach: Andrew Lucchetta
Assistant Coaches: Parfait Lokole, Matt Helmakay, Delroy Grandison

LAKEShORE CAThOLIC GATORS
Team Colours:  Black/White

Player # Position Height Grade
 Hunter Reaman 2 SG/G 5’9” 10
 Olivier Michel 3 SG/G 6’1” 10
 Ethan Cooper 5 PG/G 5’8” 12
 Ivan Antonucci 6 PG/G 5’8” 12
 Micah Morrissey 9 SG/G 5’10” 11
 Simon Reid 11 C 6’9” 12
 Connor Kountouris 12 SG/G 5’9” 12
 Kaleb Garner 14 SF/F 6’2” 12
 Ethan Rasch 16 SF/PF 6’2” 11
 Nick Jubenville 22 PF/C 6’2” 12
 Darren Williams 23 SF/PF 6’2” 11

Coach: Shy McFarlane
Assistant Coaches: Max Salter, John Casasanta

    

   

    
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      

   



  
   

    
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      

   
   

SAINT JEAN-DE-BRéBEUf LYNX
Team Colours: Blue/Red

Player # Position Height Grade
 Enzo Aka 3 G 5’8” 10
 Daniel Charest 11 G 5’11” 12
 Eric Grenier 33 G 5’6” 12
 Mitchell Morden 24 F 6’2” 11
 Ewandje Mpondo 8 JG 5’7” 12
 Nicolas Roberge 1 G 5’10” 12
 Ronan Stark 21 F 6’2” 11
 Taiten Stifter 2 F 6’2” 11
 Stéphane Tambekou 22 G 5’10” 11
 Musimwa Toge 23 G 5’10” 12
 Brydon Tshowa-M’Baya 35 F 6’1” 12
 Braven Williams 5 F 6’0” 11

Head Coach: Eric Labonte
Assistant Coaches: Sophie Vaillancourt, Justine Wendling

  
   

    
      
      
      
      
      
      
       
      
      
      
      

    

PORT COLBORNE BLUE BEARS
Team Colours: White/Blue

Player # Position Height Grade
 Myles Draper 5 G 6’1” 10
 Jake Graham 1 G 5’8” 11
 Ethan Yalowica 8 G 5’8” 11
 Kolby Kulak 11 F 6’0” 12
 Sawyer Kerrigan 2 G 5’7” 10
 Ahmed Shazad 16 F 6’2” 11
 Cole Istok 10 F 6’2” 12
 Carlos Yang 6 G/F 5’10” 11
 Owen Campbell 7 G 5’6” 12

Head Coach: Scott Grover



  
  

    
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
       
      
      
       
       

    

SAINT PAUL PATRIOTS
Team Colours: Blue/White

Player # Position Height Grade
 Mark Cruz 23 G   5’9”     11
  Charlie McCamley 3      G   6’0’ 12
 Martin Dominguez Villa 33 G 5’9” 11
 Judah Campbell 5 G 5’9” 12
 Dante DeBenedetti 22      G 5’11” 12b
 Andrew Orr 21      F 6’1” 12
 Carter Yott 11 F   5’11” 12b
 Isaac Jordan 24 F   6’4” 12
 Matt Murray 13      F   6’1” 12b
 Mark Al Makhoul 15      C 6’3” 11
  Josh Firth 34      F   6’3” 10
  Nicholas Graovaz 13      C 6’6”   12
 Sail Ali 32      G 5’11” 11

Head Coach: Michael Doodeman
Assistant Coach: Rick Oreskovich

 
   

    
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      

   
     

ST. MIChAEL MUSTANGS
Team Colours: Burgundy/White

Player # Position Height Grade
 Nicholas Karagiannis 23 G 5’9” 12
 Arwin Chima 12 F 6’4” 12
 Brandon Bell 20 G/F 6’1” 12
 Luka Dermott 1 F 6’5” 12
 Hagen Genearo 5 G 5’8” 12
 Max Marinas 15 G/F 6’ 12
 Andrew Karagiannis 21 G 5’9” 11
 Matt Lim 7 F 6’1” 11
 Murtada Mahmoud 25 F 5’11” 11
 Mahmoud Mahmoud 22 G 5’10” 11
 Von Yvan Zausa 11 G 5’7” 12
 Jacob Jacks 4 G 5’10” 11
 Carson Gauthier 33 F 6’1” 12

Coach: Keith Bomberry



   

  
  

    
      
       
      
      
       
        
      
      
        
      
        
      

  
   

  

 
   

    
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
        
       
        
       
       
      

        

WESTLANE SPARTANS 
Team Colours: Black/White

Player # Position Height Grade
 Dylan Klassen 30 PG/SG 5’10” 12
 Alex Darbyson 31 SG/SF/PG 5’10” 12
 Marko Niezurawski 23 C/PF 6’7” 12
 Aldin Prsic 32 C/PF 6’5” 12
 Arnav Sharma 24 SF/PF 6’2” 12
 Strahinja Suzic 20 PG/SG 5’8” 12
 Tyler Barnes  SG/SF 5’10” 12
 Teo Del Mundo 13 PG/SG 5’7” 12
 Angelo Sumaway 26 SF/SG 5’8” 12
 Shrey Patel 10 SF/SG 5’10” 12
 Ashton Gidney 25 PF/SF/C 6’3” 11
 Mitchell White 11 PG/SG 5’10” 11
 Pruthvi Patel 21 PG 5’7” 11
 Khamza Akbai 22 SF/PF 5’11” 11

Coach: Jeff Klassen
Assistant Coach: Mark Shantz

SIR WINSTON ChURChILL BULLDOGS
Team Colours: Blue/Gold

Player # Position Height Grade
 Anas Abdelrahman 9 G 5’11” 11
 Jared Cook 21 G 6’3” 12
 Owen Cuthbert 4 F 6’3” 12
 John Engel 12 F 6’2” 11
 Will McAlpine 8 PG 6’1” 12
 Damian Nebesny 34 G 5’11” 12
 Sawyer Neufeld 0 PG 5’9” 12
 Daniel Nunez Colombe 30 W 6’2” 12
 Noah O’halloran-Rose 24 G 5’9” 11
 Victor Obanure 22 F 6’4” 12
 Brandon Plachy 14 F 6’2” 12
 Matteo Scaglione 51 G 6’4” 12
 Owen Scott 1 W 6’2” 11

Coaches: Martin Cook, Wanda Cook
Managers: Alexien Evseyev, Mujeeb Omar, Bennett Pisek
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Monica D’Angelo
Stephanie Moschella
Ryan Nava
Doriana Higginbotham
Andrew Boon
Mary Adelle Patterson
Lisa Fazzalari-Grocholsky
Ralph DeFazio
Gary Talosi
Pat Bogucki

Bill Berkhout
Mary Marshall
Joanne Corrizzato 
John Witlib
Dino Berardocco 
Paula Esposito
Elsa D’Innocenzo
Ken Griepsma
Jane Hodgson
Carie Letourneau

Dan Marshall - President
Karen Wallace - Vice President

NOTRE DAME ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Continue the Tradition…

GO IRISH!

Bob Tomiuck, a long-time member of the All-
Star Selection Committee (1997-2019) and the 
Tribune Tournament Committee (2007-2019), 
passed away suddenly on December 19, 2019. 
Bob volunteered much of his time to the Trib 
Tourney and worked tirelessly behind the scenes 
for the betterment of the tournament. Examples 
of his volunteer work are the tournament Draw 
Board displayed in the foyer at Notre Dame 
during the tournament and the trophy case at 
the Seaway Mall. 
The Boys’ Tournament Committee has estab-
lished an award in Bob’s memory. The Bob 

Tomiuck – Sixth Man Bursary will be presented annually to a player from the 
tournament who has played in a minimum of 2 Boys’ Tribune Tournaments, who 
has shown leadership in supporting his teammates, program and school.

 2020 Ryan Fitzgerald Notre Dame
 2023 Ethan Kelly St. Michael Catholic High School

Bob Tomiuck - Sixth Man Bursary

800
NIAGARA ST
WELLAND

FACEBOOK.COM/SEAWAYMALL TWITTER.COM/SEAWAYMALL @SEAWAYMALL
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1989
Michael Cullip
Wade Elliot
Frank Fox
Bill Karner
Kris Kemaghan
Mike Mueller
Andrea Nicholas
Michael Ruscitti
Sean Sandel

1990
David Kahn
Kristen Kozar
Joe Presti
Dan Sandell
Barclay Walker

1991
Carlo Fazzalari
Dustin Marr
David Picton
Andrew Walker

1992
Geoff Budgell
Mike Krysa
Brad McQueen
Brad White

1993
Dan Aquilina
Joshua Lesco
Mike Pengelly
Mick Sloniowski
Debra Curcio

1994
David Bigger
Steve Boutin
Kristi Danyluk
Maria LeLuca
Danny Mulligan
Mike Pearce

1995
Geoigia Thornton
Kristina Smith
O.J. Burnett
Jeff Lemon
Brian Hildebrandt
Ryan Van
    Luttikhuisen

1996
Sean Matheson
Sean Bourque
Pete Anderson
Robert Balgac
Hank Nieuwland
Pat O’Leary
Vince Policella
Angela DeNapoli

1997
Stephen Brown
Emilio Presti
Eric Stock
Mark Ventresca
Erin Thibodeau

1998
Nathan Burch
Fiona Harris
Scott Lysakowski
Gus Marchio
Kevin Nieuwland
Ben Tomiuck
Matt Westberg

1999
Damien Steen
Steve Patchett
Rizwan Awadia
Dan Bouchard
Matt Coccagna
Matt Skinn
Aaron Martin

2000
Philip Millar
Jared Blake
Jimmy Rivera
Stephen Hale
Paul Smith

2001
Steve Russell
Scott Rynberk
Yaw Attuah
Brad Coccagna
Matt Jennings
Craig VanLankveld

2002
Vince Barbatano
Valerie Colquhoun
Deidre Erdely
Luke Nieuwland
Grant Richards
Rohan Steen
Michael Totten

2003
Kolfi Attuah
Johnathon Marshall
Kelsey Weeks
Tim Duncan
Will Frost
Brent Furtney
Scott Murray

2004
Mike Ferri
Aaron Baiano
Brent Bogucki
Joshua Duru
Brent Stirling

TRIBUNE TOURNAMENT SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
Continued

2005
Zack Nevar
Luke Nevar
Stephen Grano
Tyler Bradley
Isaac Shirikoff
David Atkinson
Kyle Patchet
Phil Poulin
Quinto Borghesi
Lauren Bot

2006
Ryan Adams
Cole Richards
Kevin Cirocco
Chad Patus
Brett Lawrence
John Beck
Jonathan Hiller
Vince Muto
Carissa Calvert

2007
Laura Mannell
Brad Minor
Adrian Petrachenko
Adam Wilson

2008
Jesse Brideau
Matthew DiCenso
Jordan Hajdu
Olivier Lempereur
Joshua Snider
David Webb

2009
Rory Benson
Adam Bondzi-Simpson
Jacky Li
Anto Raic
Tyler Warren

2010
Lucas Albano
Daniel Bellinaso
Casey Benson
Anthony Coccagna
Nicolas Fournier
Cedric Kasongo
Crystal Nantel

2011
Vuka Bondzi-Simpson
Antonio Carbone
Cory Cunningham
John Fehrman
Mathieu Laporte
Johnathan Mataya
Brant Morwald
Cameron Sault
Kelsey Wright

2012
Dakota Lamarre
Sam Nero
Taylor Rivando
Michael Yorifo
Juliet Camus

2013
Morgan Louks
Brice Welsh
Ben Conte
Jacob Bernatz

2014
Yolanda Alfaro
Mackenzie
     Chamberlain
Nathan Ciccarelli
Mark Fehrman
Jordan Ingraham
Craig Maltais
Michael Conte
Brice Welsh
Jason Wu
Christopher Rao
Evan Roberts

2015
Bowman Barnett
Ryan Cooper
Ethan Degazio
Alex Elliott
Danny Gearing
Shae-Lynn Harwood
Jacob Kannenberg
Jordan Labonte
Daniel Lokole
Brandon Rodrigue

2016
Jay Clayton
Jake Croft
Lee Croft
Jake D’Addazio
Nicholas Fitzgerald
Kyle Kassay-Roch
Gabriel Marais
Matthew Mete
Noah Mete
Emily Neudorf
Spencer Reid

2017
Kyle Cooper
Christopher Holmes
Ehab Sati
Raygen Dufour-
    Duquette

Continued next page   »
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“Attending meetings was fun. Helping at the tournament was fun. There’s a 
mystique about our tournament, it was always so enjoyable for me.”

He praises its role in the community, speaking not only as a long-time commit-
tee member but also a former participant. Back in the mid-1960s, Witlib played 
on three championship teams with the Notre Dame Fighting Irish.

“So I think I can say our tournament brings people together. It fosters commu-
nity spirit and pride. The rivalry between the schools, it showcases it.”

These days, there’s nothing quite like a game, especially a championship game, 
between Centennial and Notre Dame, in Witlib’s opinion. Though retired, he’ll 
be back in the gym, continuing to watch the action.

“You have people from Centennial on one side of the gym, people from ND on 
the other side. It’s emotional, it’s electric, it’s an exciting time for everyone. It 
gets people cheering for their team. What a great night out.”  

Witlib said he stepped down from the committee because it was time to leave.

“I’m getting old,” the 77-year-old said with a smile, “it was time to go. Besides, 
if you stay around too long, you’re not going to get new members and you need 
new blood on committees to keep them going.”

I asked if there are memories he holds dear. The tournament’s 50th anniversary 
in 2005 came to mind instantaneously.

“It was just magical,” Witlib said, “the crowd loved it. Everything about it was 
so good.”

A second memory involved the 1966 tournament championship game. 

Witlib scored a late basket giving Notre Dame a seven-point lead on Eastdale. 
But the Eagles clawed their way back scoring the next six points. The Irish 
ended up winning, 63-62. Witlib’s basket turned out to be the game-winner.
“For me, that’s a very special Tribune Tournament memory.”

He’s optimistic about the tournament’s future.

“As long as kids want to play basketball, there will be a tournament” 
continued on page 10  »

            CONsOLATiON
 Pelham High .......................... 44 
 Port Colborne ........................ 39
 
 Port Colbome ......................... 49 
 Dunnville High ...................... 45
 Thorold High ......................... 45 
 Ridgeway High ....................... 39
 Pelham High .......................... 47 
 Thorold High ......................... 42
 Pelham High .......................... 34 
 Fort Erie High ........................ 32
 Pelham High .......................... 35 
 Thorold High ......................... 14
 Pelham High .......................... 46 
 Fonthill High .......................... 14
 Notre Dame ............................ 44 
 Port Colbome ......................... 18
 Welland High ......................... 56 
 Port Colborne ........................ 51
 Port Colborne ........................ 46 
 East dale High ........................ 11
 Pelham High .......................... 52 
 Fort Erie High ........................ 22
 Port Colborne ........................ 36 
 E.L. Crossley ........................... 27
 Port Colborne ........................ 47 
 E.L. Crossley ........................... 43
 Fort Erie High ........................ 70 
 Welland High ......................... 50
 Centennial High ..................... 55 
 Port Colborne ........................ 37
 Pelham High .......................... 69 
 E.L. Crossley ........................... 57
 Eastdale High ......................... 72 
 Centennial High ..................... 60
 Pelham High .......................... 61 
 Eastdale High ......................... 60
 Ridgeway High ....................... 46 
 Port Colborne ........................ 44
 Port Colborne ........................ 56
 Fort Erie High ........................ 48

          CHAMPiONsHiP
1955 Welland High ..................56 
 Thorold Linwell ..............48
1956 
1957 Notre Dame .....................64 
 Thorold Linwell ..............45
1958 Notre Dame ..................... 52 
 Welland High .................. 47
1959 Notre Dame .....................41 
 Welland High ..................40
1960 Notre Dame .....................76 
 Welland High ..................47
1961 Notre Dame .....................68 
 Welland High ..................37
1962 Notre Dame .....................44 
 Welland High ..................37
1963 Pelham High ...................54 
 Welland High ..................45
1964 Notre Dame .....................51 
 Fort Erie High .................46
1965 Notre Dame .....................65 
 Ridgeway High ................34
1966 Notre Dame .....................63 
 Eastdale High ..................62
1967 Notre Dame .....................63 
 Fort Erie High .................47
1968 Notre Dame .....................79 
 Fort Erie High .................50
1969 Notre Dame .....................59 
 Pelham High ...................40
1970 Eastdale High ..................44 
 Pelham High ...................42
1971 Notre Dame .....................59 
 Eastdale High ..................37
1972 Notre Dame .....................87 
 Pelham High ...................47
1973 Centennial High ..............57 
 Notre Dame .....................51
1974 Notre Dame .....................61 
 E.L. Crossley ....................39
1975 Notre Dame .....................65 
 Welland High ..................33

TRiBUNE TOURNAMENT PAsT WiNNERs

No Tournament

TRIBUNE TOURNAMENT SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
Continued

2018 
Brandon Graziani 
Jonah Gruarin 
Connor Jolliffe 
Stephen Kapellas 
Braidon Moore 
Mitchell Orosz 
Carl Paulemont

2019 
Anthony Cimino
Jacob Labonte
Kennan Larmand
Reese Radobenko
Mark Youngblut 

2020 
Aiden Belding
Samuel Beifuss
Shemar Campbell
Jason Carter
Aidan Hawkins
Nick Yioldassis
Andrew Zezela

Trib Tournament stalwart says goodbye to committee work but not the game 
- continued from page 1

2023 
Owen Phillips
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        CHAMPiONsHiP
2003 Governor Simcoe ............55 
 Notre Dame .....................26
2004 Governor Simcoe ............62 
 St. Paul .............................45
2005 Notre Dame .....................61 
 Denis Morris ...................39
2006 Notre Dame .....................50 
 Denis Morris ...................40
2007 Notre Dame .....................50 
 Denis Morris ...................43
2008 Notre Dame .....................61 
 AN Myer ..........................51
2009 Notre Dame .....................49 
 AN Myer ..........................27
2010 Notre Dame .....................51 
 Governor Simcoe ............37
2011 Notre Dame .....................54 
 AN Myer ..........................48
2012 Centennial .......................58 
 AN Myer ..........................51
2013 Notre Dame .....................48 
 Eden .................................39
2014 Notre Dame .....................48 
 Centennial .......................33
2015 Notre Dame .....................54 
 AN Myer ..........................50
2016 AN Myer ..........................59 
 Notre Dame .....................41
2017 Notre Dame .....................68 
 Centennial .......................60
2018 Centennial .......................69 
 Notre Dame .....................63
2019 Notre Dame .....................70 
 Governor Simcoe ............55
2020 E.L. Crossley ....................69 
 Notre Dame .....................55
2023 Sir Winston Churchill .....66 
 Eden High .......................65

          CONsOLATiON
 Stamford ..........................47 
 Port Colborne .................46
 Lakeshore Catholic .........52 
 Centennial .......................38
 Governor Simcoe ............66 
 Centennial .......................35
 Centennial .......................54 
 Port High .........................50
 E.L. Crossley ....................44 
 Stamford ..........................41
 St. Paul .............................44 
 Lakeshore Catholic .........41
 E.L. Crossley ....................55 
 Stamford ..........................49
 Lakeshore Catholic ........ 49 
 E.L. Crossley ................... 42
 Centennial ...................... 38 
 E.L. Crossley ................... 24
 Sir Winston Churchill .... 56 
 E.L. Crossley ................... 25
 AN Myer ......................... 69 
 E.L. Crossley ................... 58
 Thorold High ..................27 
 Grimsby High .................25
 Thorold High ..................57 
 Lakeshore Catholic .........47
 Centennial .......................36 
 E.L. Crossley ....................33
 E.L. Crossley ....................64 
 Denis Morris ...................59
 St. Michael .......................53 
 GFESS ..............................52
 GFESS ..............................58 
 Lakeshore Catholic .........49
 Governor Simcoe ............61 
 Sir Winston Churchill .....50
 Holy Cross .......................51 
 St. Paul .............................39

1958 Steve Geiger
1959 Fred Reilly
1960 John Carpenter
1961 Paul Caron
1962 Jack Tallon
1963 Fred Dayman
1964 Lynn Christie
1965 Alex Danch
1966 Gord Lance
1967 Jeff Daw

TOURNAMENT MVP’s LARRY COONEY TROPHY

Notre Dame College School
Welland High School
Notre Dame College School
Notre Dame College School
Notre Dame College School
Pelham District High School
Ridgeway High School
Port Colborne High School
Notre Dame College School
Pelham District High School

Each year, the Larry Cooney Trophy is presented to a player, judged by a Selection Com-
mittee, as having displayed outstanding athletic abilities during the Tournament. Larry 
Cooney was a member of the winning Welland High School Tiger team in 1955 and 
Notre Dame Fighting Irish in 1957. He was involved in the Tribune Tournament from 
its inception in 1957 until 1995 and was a three time past-chairman.

4
Please helP us thank them

by frequenting their
Places of business!

our Program
Each year, the Tribune Tournament produces a 
high quality Program that is comprehensive and 
informative. This is possible due to the wonderful 
support we receive from our Donors and Sponsors. 
We are, of course, extremely grateful for their 
continued support.
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Trib Tournament 
stalwart says goodbye to 
committee work but not 
the game

By Joe Barkovich

Just call him “Mr. Loyalty”.

With more than 30 years involve-
ment with the Welland Tribune Bas-
ketball Tournament under his belt, 
John Witlib retired from the tourna-
ment committee last fall.

We talked about his service, his com-
mitment, his passion over hot choco-
late at a local Tim’s. 

“I love basketball. I love watching it, 
I love playing it,” he said.

He was invited to “help out” on the All-Star Selection Committee in 1989 by 
chair Jack Randall. He stayed up to and including 2005, the year of the “magi-
cal” 50th anniversary tournament, as Witlib dubbed it.

It didn’t end there.

“When Ab Longo retired as treasurer someone else sort of filled in, then they 
(the committee) asked me to take over,” Witlib recalled. He stayed on as trea-
surer for 18 years before turning over the books in November. 

Add to that a three-year stint as co-chair following the retirement of the late 
Bob Muir.

All told, his involvement with the tournament totalled 34 years.

Witlib, who is soft-spoken and polite by nature, said he stayed on so long 
simply because he relished everything about the experience.

1968 no selection
1969 no selection
1970 Claudio Delloso
1971 Peter Saracino
1972 Roger Adams
1973 Bob Blasko
1974 Tom Skerlak
1975 Tom Skerlak
1976 Rick Plato
1977 Al Rosinski
1978 David Saracino
1979 Jim Zareski
1980 Terry Annett
1981 Mike Zareski
1982 Kevin Moore
1983 Rob McRae
1984 Tom Swick
1985 Ed Melna
1986  John Stiefelmeyer
1987  Darren Newbold
1988  Brian Bleich
1989  Mike Ruscitti
1990  Dan Sandel
1991  Dave Picton
1992  Ashook Grewell
1993  Danny Mulligan
1994  Danny Mulligan
1995  Martin Hajek
1996  Robert Balgac
1997 Mark Ventresca
1998 Ryan Chaffe
1999 Brett Longpre
2000 Brett Longpre
2001 Rohan Steen
2002 Aaron Baiano
2003 Brandon Gracie
2004 Rob Paris
2005 Phil Poulin 
2006 Chad Patus
2007 Dustin Degazio
2008 Cedric Kasongo
2009 Cedric Kasongo
2010 Jonathan Mataya
2011 Antonio Carbone
2012 Mark Fehrman
2013 Ethan Degazio
2014 Ethan Degazio
2015 Ryan Cooper
2016 Tyler Thomson
2017 Kyle Cooper
2018 Kennan Larmand
2019 David Jones
2020 T.J. Hurley
2023 Mazen Yagubi

TOURNAMENT MVP’s LARRY COONEY TROPHY
Continued

Eastdale Secondary School
Notre Dame College School
Notre Dame College School
Centennial Secondary School
Notre Dame College School
Notre Dame College School
Ridgeway High School
E.L. Crossley Secondary School
Notre Dame College School
Notre Dame College School
Welland High & Vocational School
Notre Dame College School
Grimsby District High School
Hamilton Southmount Collegiate
Notre Dame College School
Welland High & Vocational School
Stamford Collegiate, Niagara Falls
Denis Morris Secondary School
Governor Simcoe Secondary School
Notre Dame College School
Notre Dame College School
Notre Dame College School
North Park Collegiate, Brantford
Notre Dame College School
Notre Dame College School
St. Catharines Collegiate
Lakeshore Catholic Secondary School
Notre Dame College School
Governor Simcoe
Governor Simcoe
Governor Simcoe
Notre Dame
Notre Dame
Governor Simcoe 
Governor Simcoe 
Notre Dame 
Notre Dame
Notre Dame
Notre Dame
Notre Dame
Notre Dame
Notre Dame
Centennial
Notre Dame
Notre Dame
Notre Dame
A.N. Myer
Notre Dame
Centennial
Notre Dame
E.L. Crossley Secondary School
Sir Winston Churchill
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